INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inter lal AppIlcaUon No 

PCT/IB2004/003244 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 A61B17/16 A61B17/32 



Aooorcflng to Intemafional Patem ClasslftoaBon (IPC) orto both national classlficatton and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched 

IPC 7 A61B 



(classification system (bllovwed by classification symbols) 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included In the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , RAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category " Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to daim No. 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 2003, no. 02, 

5 February 2003 (2003-02-05) 

-& JP 2002 282263 A (YAMA6UCHI TECHNOLOGY 

LICENSING ORGANIZATION LTD), 

2 October 2002 (2002-10-02) 

abstract 



US 4 586 497 A (DAPRA DAVID J 
6 May 1986 (1986-05-06) 
figures 2-4 



ET AL) 



US 6 126 664 A (CHESNUT RANDALL M ET AL) 
3 October 2000 (2000-10-03) 
the whole document 



□ 



Further documents are listed In the continuation of box a 



Patent family membeis are listed In annex. 



Special categories of dted documents : 

'A' document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

"E" earfler document but published on or aner the Intemalional 
filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on priority dalm(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
dtailon or other special reason (as specified) 

'O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

'P' document published prfor to the Intemalional flOng date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later document published after the Intemalional flOng date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the appllcalion but 
dted to understand the prindpie or theoiy underlying the 
Invention 

'X* document of particular relevance; the claimed inventbn 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an Inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

■Y* docuntent of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such comblnalion being obvious to a person sMIied 
in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the International search 



16 March 2005 



Date of maQing of the intemalional search report 



24/03/2005 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent CXfice, P.B. 5818 Palenllaan 2 
NL-2280HVRIlswiik 
TeL (431-70) 340-2040. 7^ 31 651 epo ni, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized offlcer 



Hamann, J 



Foim PCT/ISA/210 (second shaet) (JBniiafy2004) 



Express Mail Label No.: EV760876672US 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


Interi m Application No 

PCT/IB2004/003244 


Patent document 
cited In search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent fomily 
member(s) 


PutMication 
date 



JP 2002282263 A 02-10-2002 NONE 



US 4586497 A 06-05-1986 NONE 



US 6126664 A 03-10-2000 AT 282363 T 

AU 745393 B2 

AU 1146000 A 

CA 2360854 Al 

WO 0042924 Al 

DE 69922047 Dl 

EP 1143862 Al 

JP 2002535031 T 

ZA 200104202 A 



15-12-2004 

21- 03-2002 
07-08-2000 
27-07-2000 
27-07-2000 
23-12-2004 
17-10-2001 

22- 10-2002 
10-12-2001 



Fonn PCT/lSA/210 {patent family annex) (January 2004) 



